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Dear Friends,

In Advent we are all called to turn again to the Lord. If our
lives have been hectic and busy, and if we have been distracted
by our numerous commitments, responsibilities and
attachments in the world, then we are reminded to keep our
focus firmly directed towards the Lord.

During these sacred days of preparation, we are being asked
to take some time to be still and silent as we prepare ourselves
for the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord. We should
not forget the presence of God in our lives and remember that
no matter what, and no matter how difficult things may be,
the Lord will always be there for us, supporting and
strengthening us on our journeys in life.

While we can't simply ignore the shops, the media, and the
advertisements over the next few weeks, neither can we
ignore the words and message of Jesus in this weekend's
gospel: "stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord
is coming. ... you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Dcn Huw @




EXPOSITION & ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

NEXT SUNDAY

4

7™ DECEMBER

4.30 - 6.30 p.m.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION COURSE
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN 2026

If you are in year 9 or above at school you
may wish to think about
confirmation. You do not have to commit
to being confirmed at this stage.

The Sacrament of Confirmation is a sign
that a person has reached maturity and is
now able to take responsibility for their
own faith. It also strengthens and
deepens the connection to the Church
that is established at baptism.

If you would like to take part in the
preparation course please contact
Deacon Huw for an application form.

Completed applications to be received
by
Dcn. Huw by TODAY: }
30th November 2025 e




Reflections +o inform our Houahts, pravers and actions on
Living Simply’

\}

Saint Teresa of Calcutta: .. But God... uses us, you and me, to
be his love and his compassion in the world. He depends on us to
love the world and to show how much he loves it. If we are too
concerned with ourselves, we will have no time left for others"

"We will find it hard to feel and show any real concern for those

in need, unless we are able to cultivate a certain simplicity of

life, resisting the feverish demands of a consumer society,

which leave us impoverished and unsatisfied, anxious to have it
all now"

[from Pope Francis (2018),

Gaudate et Exsultate §107 & 108]

CAFOD WORLD GIFTS Catalogue 2025
available in the narthex.

Full range of gifts available online:
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/collections/all



https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/collections/all

PRAYER INTENTIONS

God our Father, we pray for the many people who have asked for our prayers;
for their healing and their peace. Hold them, shelter them and keep them in
your tender care. Comfort those who grieve and give courage to those who are
fearful. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

> Please pray for people requesting prayers in our ‘Intentions Book'.
Particularly remember those who are ill and those caring for them.

> Please continue to pray for lasting peace in the Middle East, Ukraine,
Sudan and everywhere in the world affected by war and conflict.

> Pray for people living in any form of poverty.
Remember the work of REACH and everyone associated in any way.

> Pray for all people and lands devastated by effects of climate change.
Pray that everyone will do what they can to protect & nurture Creation.

» Pray that all producers of food and commodities receive just treatment
and fair recompense for their labour and products.

» Pray for migrants and refugees that they will receive just and
compassionate help.

» Pray for prisoners, their families and those who work with them.
Remember especially all those associated with HMP Highpoint.

> Pray for Fr. John, Dcn. Huw, the people of our parish, particularly those
in care and nursing homes, and the staff and pupils of St Felix School.

Pray for all the people we know and love who have died.
Remember their families and all who grieve.

Remember those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Garnet Conway, Joseph Bardy, John Guinivan’
Courtney Torres

During Advent and Christmastime we are asked to pray for:
Migrants and Refugees,
Expectant Mothers.

Pope Leo asks us to join him in December in praying for:

Christians in areas of conflict.

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially
in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.




If you would like to make a donation for the Christmas flowers
at St. Felix, envelopes will be available in the blue box on the
table in the Narthex.

Please write the name or names of those you would like to
dedicate flowers to on the envelope.

If the person or persons are deceased, please indicate by
writing RIP after their names.

A list of dedications will be placed by the altar during the
Christmas season.
Thank you, Dave Arnold, Flower Team Coordinator

PARISH JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP MEETING

THURSDAY 4" DECEMBER 2025 - 7.30 p.m.

Everyone welcome

PLEAGSE NOTE:

There will be NO 10 a.m. weekday Masses on
Tuesday 2"d December as Fr John is at Clare Priory for the
Annual Clergy Advent Reflection day,
or on Thursday 4" December as Fr John is in
Bury St Edmunds.




REFRESHMENTS AFTER 10.00 av.m. MASS
Sunday 7% December 2025
hosted by members of our Polishv comuwmunity

ST FELIX WEEKLY PARISH COLLECTION COUNTERS

Sunday 30" Team 4
November RACHEL and IAN

Sunday 7th Team 5
December MALCOLM and MARIA

Please swap with another counter if you are unable to count
on your week given on the rota. Thank you

READERS and EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

DATE 1°* READING 2" READING EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS
SUNDAY READINGS — YEAR A

Saturday

29 November LINDA KAREN MURRY

Sunday Sign — up sheet

30 November ASIN ASWIN in narthex

Saturday

6 December JENNA VIOLET ANNE

Sunday Sign — up sheet

7 December SUE ADEMIDE in narthex




NEED HELP DURING the ON-GOING COST of LIVING CRISIS?
Please speak to Fr. John or you can contact

Reach 7 %

Community Projects

Get in touch. Our friendly team of advisers are on hand to
help you, so please do get in touch:

0800 009 6710

info@reachhaverhill.org.uk
Contact hours: Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. — 4.30 p.m.

Christmas

We're incredibly grateful for anything you can donate to the
foodbank to help local people facing hardship this Christmastime.

Tubs of chocolates Mince pies”™
Christmas cake” Festive savoury nibbles
Sweets Yule log or Stollen
Selection boxes Christmas pudding”®
Crackers for cheese Crisps

Ploase: No items containing alcohol e.g brandy*

NOT needed:

-Beans-  -Soup—
Pasta—  Tinnedfish—

NB. No items containing alcohol eg. brandy, please


javascript:void(0);

CHILDREN'S LITURGY

DATE LEADER ADULT HELPERS CHILD Nos.
ANGELA 1. Christine White
29" November WHITE 2. Nellie Malango 18
3.

Children’s Liturgy is for children in Reception Class and Years 1, 2 and
3 so they can hear the Word of God adapted to their age group.
Younger children and/or those with additional needs are welcome to
attend with an adult. Children who have made their First Holy
Communion should not attend Children’s Liturgy but stay to hear the
Liturgy of the Word in church.

We are always looking for more adult helpers. If you would like to
assist us please speak to Fr. John or Angela Wilson.
Thank you. Angela Wilson.

HYMNS for SUNDAY 30™ NOVEMBER
A SEASON OF

471 — Open your Ears Christian
H : ’ P -f-‘——“ People

Prepare the Way 82 — Lord Emmanuel Come

89 — He will Come

84 — Like a Sea Without a Shore

Next choir practice — Tuesday 9" December, 7.00 p.m.




SAVE THE DATE:

Our parish and others in the Bury St Edmund deanery will come
together at the Bishop’s invitation and celebrate the work of
organisations involved in social outreach at a
Caritas East Anglia Festival on Saturday 6 December 2025
at St Edmund, King and Martyr Church,,
21 Westgate Street, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 1QG.
from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
If there are charitable social actions or organisations, i.e., people
coming together to help improve their lives and solve the problems
that are important in their communities, that you would like to see,
or think should be represented at the Festival, particularly if you
are involved in them vyourself, please e-mail your ideas
to caritas@rcdea.org.uk now.
The festival will begin with Mass celebrated by Bishop Peter and
be followed by refreshments and opportunities to find out about
local projects. It will end at 12.15 p.m. with prayer and reflection
on the day. ALL WELCOME to attend for part of, or the whole
event.
For more information and if you are able to take part please speak
to Fr John

DIOCESAN GOLDEN JUBILEE 2026
Next year our Diocese of East Anglia will celebrate its Golden
Jubilee.

As part of these celebrations each Parish has been asked to
celebrate the past 50 years of the parish. So we at St Felix can
celebrate this we need a couple of people to volunteer to gather
information and look through our parish archives to set up a couple
of celebrations during the year of our Diocesan Jubilee 2026.

Two people have come forward to help, thank you — a couple
more people would be great. Our PPC has begun to find some
information for our Parish so if you are interested in helping please
speak to Fr John or email him at john.warrington@rcdea.org.uk .
Thank you
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THE SEASON OF ADVENT

In Advent God invites us to share his goodness and love. All we
must do is be alert and watch, and not miss it. Unfortunately,
sometimes our world is not watchful, or alert and we miss
moments when God is present to us. Sometimes we miss the
call of God, we miss God at work in the poverty and struggles of
the people of the world. As individuals or as a society, we wander
away from God and God’s values. The question is: “why?”

In these times and in the season of Advent we try to reflect and
try to be watchful and alert so we can encounter God’s love for
each one of us. There are so many pressures and values around
trying to prevent us being what God wants us to be, but in Advent
we are invited to hope, to rejoice in the spirit and to love the gifts
which we will receive again from the new-born Jesus at
Christmas.

As Christians we are always called to be people of hope. We are
called to open our eyes to the needs of others especially in this
season of Advent - the season of hope, expectation, love and joy.

As we begin Advent this weekend we will bless and light our
Advent wreath, reminding us of our journey ahead through the
coming season and leading us to the light of the world, Jesus,
born for us at Christmas.
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ADVENT AT ST FELIX

CHOIR PRACTICES

On Tuesday evenings of Advent at 7 p.m. in church (from 9"
December) our choir will be practicing the hymns and music for
Advent and Christmas. If you would like to join our choir and learn
and sing the music of Advent and Christmas you are very welcome
to come along.

CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE CHRISTMAS CAROLS

During Advent there will be a sheet in the narthex for your
suggestions for Christmas Carols to be sung over Christmas and the
Christmas season. We may not be able to sing all of them but please
write your favourite carols on the sheet provided and we will do our
best to sing as many of them as possible. Thank you.

ADVENT HOUSE MASSES

House Masses will be celebrated at 7.30 p.m, If you are able to offer
your home to welcome people to celebrate with you on one of these
dates, please speak to Fr John as soon as possible. Thank you.

Available dates:- Thursday 11" December, 7.30 p.m.
Thursday 18™" December, 7.30 p.m.
CAROLS BEFORE ‘MIDNIGHT’ MASS ON CHRISTMAS EVE

There will be carols to sing together with time for personal reflection
at 9.30 p.m. before our ‘Midnight’ Mass. All are welcome.

HAVERHILL CHURCHES TOGETHER

NATIVITY AND CAROLS

Saturday 29™ November, 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon
outside St Mary’s Church, Haverhill High Street.
also a LANTERN MAKING WORKSHORP inside St Mary’s Church.
The lanterns will reflect the theme, 'Jesus, Light of the World', and will
be used by Churches Together in the carnival later in the evening.

HAVERHILL CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL —4.30 p.m.
If you would like to join the Carnival come dressed on the theme of
light'.
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HAVERHILL CHURCHES TOGETHER cont.

CIVIC CAROL SERVICE
Wednesday 3'¥ December, 7.00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Church, Haverhill High Street.

LIGHT UP A LIFE
Saturday 13" December, 3.00 p.m.
St Mary’s Church, Haverhill High Street.
Hosted by St Nicholas Hospice Care and Haverhill Churches.

Come together to reflect, remember and celebrate those who are special
to us. If you wish, donations may be made to the work of St Nicholas

Hospice Care.

CHRISTMAS AT ST FELIX

CHRISTMAS EVE — Wednesday 24" December
Children’s Mass for Christmas — 5.00 p.m.
Midnight Mass — 10.00 p.m. Preceded by Carols — 9.30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY — Thursday 25" December

Mass for Christmas Day — 10.00 a.m.
There will be NO Mass on Friday 26" December.

FEAST of the HOLY FAMILY

Saturday 27" & Sunday 28" December
Masses on Saturday at 6.30 p.m. and Sunday at 10.00 a.m.

FEAST of MARY, HOLY MOTHER of GOD
Thursday 1%t January 2026
11.00 a.m. MASS for PEACE followed by a
‘BRING AND SHARE’ LUNCH.
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FEAST of the EPIPHANY
Tuesday 6" January 2026
Masses at 10.00 a.m. and 7.30 p.m.

OUR EPIPHANY GIFTS for REACH.

During Advent and Christmas, and coming up to the Feast of
the Epiphany of the Lord (January 6™), we will again make a
collection of personal care items to donate to REACH.

Please buy one or two items during the coming weeks of
Advent and Christmas. Keep your personal care gifts at home
and bring them to church on the Second Sunday of Christmas

- Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4™ January - so that everyone's
gifts can be collected together as our Epiphany Gift to be
donated to REACH.

7
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Items required for;
Men's personal care - women's personal care - baby care -
bathing/showering - dental/oral care - hair care etc
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PARISH FINANCES

Collection for the weekend 22" /23" October 2025
Standing Orders: £421.00
Collection: £549.77
Total: £970.77

Second Collections Coming Up

13t™/14™ December — Diocesan Dependent Priests’ Fund
A collection will be taken for this fund which supports our retired
priests, those who are ill and those no longer active in ministry.
Please keep them all in your prayers and give thanks for their years of
ministry in our diocese.

Thank you for your continued generosity to our parish community.

Dona Card Machine Payments

Just a reminder that you can make the following donations to our
Parish via our Dona Card Machine in the narthex: Sunday
Collection, Second Collections, CAFOD, 100 Club, Flowers,
Candles, Mass Offerings, Donations. Thank you

Items for the newsletter should be sent to
stfelixhaverhill@rcdea.org.uk
by 12 noon on THURSDAY for inclusion in the next newsletter

PLEASE NOTE NEW E.MAIL ADDRESS

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AND CONFESSIONS

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions
on Saturday evenings from 5.45 - 6.15 p.m.
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ST FELIX MASSES & MASS INTENTIONS

[Masses celebrated in church are also live-streamed]

The link for our Live-Streamed Masses via our YouTube channel is:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCEHq3Ww93rfGIMGzXS25A2w/

[Sunday readings — Year A, Weekday readings Year II]

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT:

Saturday 29" November:  6.30 p.m. Mass Derek Cutler RIP
Sunday 30" November: 10.00 a.m. Mass People of the Parish
FIRST WEEK of ADVENT:

Tuesday 2" December: NO MASS TODAY

Wednesday 3" December: Memorial of St Francis Xavier (Migrant’s Day)
10.00 a.m Mass
[7.00 p.m. Civic Carol Service,
St Mary’s Church]

Thursday 4" December: NO MASS TODAY

Friday 5" December: 10.00 a.m. Mass Joao (John) de Gouveia RIP
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT:

Saturday 6 December: 6.30 p.m. Mass People of the Parish
Sunday 7" December: 10.00 a.m. Mass Vincent Dooley RIP

If you need to speak with myself or Deacon Huw,
please call me on 01440 702156 or
Deacon Huw on 07399 163718.

Wishing you and your families every blessing and prayers
Fr John and Deacon Huw
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